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Opinion Writing Checklist

STRUCTURE
Overal I made a claim or thesis on a topic or text, supported it with reasons, and
provided a variety of evidence for each reason.
- L : 2 =
Did | do it like a fifth grader W | £
8| _
e
Lead I wrote an infroduction that O O (O

led fo a claim or fthesis and
gof my readers fo care abouf
@ @ my opinion. I got my readers
@ fo care by not only including
Yo a cool fact or jazzy question,
% ﬂ but dlso figuring out what
was significant in or around
the fopic and giving readers

information about what was
significant about the topic.

] 1 worked fo find the precise O O O
Chocolate mill words fo sfate my claim; L lef
Schools ghou[ol%gp—wf . readers know The reasons 1
would develop later.

Transitions . T used transition words and Ol 0O O
This shows that-. .. phrases fo connect evidence

back to my reasons.

I helped readers follow my OO (O

thinking with phrases such
vecause ! AAnother
ec;]F )) as another reason and the

most important reason. I used

con or)

m phrases such as consequently
and because of to show what

happened.
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Opinion Writing Checklist (continued)

S
STRUCTURE (confinued) L|E
5|Ec| ¥
Z || >
specifically I use'd'vvords su'ch as | | O O (O
in part ’lculqrb specifically and in ,oorf./cu/ar N
order fo be more precise.
Ending I worked on a conclusion in O O (O
— which I connected back fo
== CO“i"f,C’f and highlighted what the fext
— was mainly about, not just the
preceding paragraph.
Organization _ I grouped information and O O (O
* I related ideas info paragraphs.
<H r———N2 I put the parfs of my wrifing in
"\___} 3 the order thaf most suited my
2— 4 purpose and helped me prove
my reasons and claim.
DEVELOPMENT
- b : 2 =
Did | do it like a fifth grader W | E
o |
5|6
Elaboration REASON 1. I gave reasons fo supportmy || O |
*— " opinion that were pardllel and
JREASON 2, did not overlap. T put them in an
REASON 3 order that I thought would be
- ° most convincing.
I included evidence such as O O (O
e""""P‘%i,,"T—:“ «—fads | rocts, examples, quotations,
ey i — ‘?f';r“gg micro-sfories, and information
fo support my claim.
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Opinion Writing Checklist (continued)

'.\’/ Accordin

&5)-

1 fried fo use a schalarly voice
and varied my senfences to
create the pace and fone of the
different secfions of my piece.

S
DEVELOPMENT (confinued) 2| E
= f_fo A
2|OR| R
CE I discussed and unpacked the || O |
e]\DEN way that the evidence went
with the claim.
Craft I made delberate word choices || O |
fo have an effect on my
<P readers.
O (it
(e wnodR | Lreached for the precise O O (g
¥ me h’"‘ phrase, mefaphor, or image thatf
Phor :
#* would convey my ideas.
T made choices about how fo O O (g
% angle my evidence fo support
¢ my points.
When it seemed right to do so, o) O (O

May be photocopied for classroom use. © 2014 by Lucy Calkins and Colleagues from the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project. Writing Pathways: Performance Assessments and Learning Progressions,

Grades K-8 (Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH).




Opinion Writing Checklist (continued)

LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS

‘ Lo . 5 S
Did | do it like a fifth grader =
\VA
= V)
EHE
Speling receive /p—&— T used wbgT T knew ok?ou’r OO (O
—_— word families and spelling rules
?;”2 to help me spell and edit.
T TCeT Tre I used the word wal and O O (O
= fq R dictionaries fo help me when
=== E=0 needed.

cq IC'.UM‘/& words that were imporfant to

pmwrrients v g I made sure to correcfly spell || O |
Pro,\,em‘/ my fopic.

Punctuation Meanwhile , 4 T used commas fo set O g g
Later that da\la’/ of f infroducfory parts of

As | read on, « sentences.

LR

J

I used a variety of punctuation |O| O |
fo fix any run-on sentences.

—

A 1 used puncfuation to cife my O O (O
EXPer+S SaY» : sources.
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